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a microprocessor randomly removing one or more playing cards from the card-receiving 
compartments to a shuffled playing card receiving area; and 

a drive system responsive to the microprocessor providing relative motion between the 
second playing card mover and the playing card receiving compartments. 

42. The method of claim 41 wherein a counting system present in the playing card 
handler counts cards that are located within specified areas within the card handler. 

43. A method of delivering a continuous supply of shuffled cards on demand, 
apparatus comprising: 

a) providing a card shuffling chamber for randomizing cards that includes 
compartments for receiving random cards; 

b) a card receiver and card feed mechanism receiving and feeding unshuffled cards 
into the shuffling chamber; 

c) at least one sensor sensing the presence of a card as the card is being fed into the 
shuffling chamber; 

d) at least one sensor sensing the presence of a card as the card is being removed from 
the shuffling chamber; 

e) removing cards from the shuffling chamber on demand to provide a continuous 
supply of shuffled cards; 

f) a microprocessor receiving signals from at least sensors c) and d) and counting 
cards entering and being removed from the shuffling chamber and maintaining a count of 
cards present in the shuffling chamber; 

g) receiving instructions from an apparatus user to initiate a card counting process to 
count cards within a specified area of the apparatus, and 

h) signaling the mechanism to remove cards from the shuffling chamber by removing 
cards randomly from compartments in the shuffling chamber. 



44. The method of claim 43 wherein the microprocessor is programmed to: 




• 
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discontinue operation of card removal and/or pause card movement within the apparatus until 
cards outside of the shuffling chamber are loaded into the feed mechanism, 

receive an indication from the at least one sensor for sensing the presence of a card as the 
card is being fed into the shuffling chamber and 

receive an indication from the at least one sensor for sensing the presence of a card as 

the card is being removed from the shuffling chamber as an indication of current card count 

status within the apparatus on the visual display. 



from the at least one sensor to sensing the presence of a card as the card is being fed into the 
shuffling chamber and the at least one sensor for sensing the presence of a card as the card is 
being removed from the shuffling chamber to indicate the number of cards added and 
removed from the shuffling chamber. 

46. A method of operation of a continuous card shuffling apparatus, comprising 
providing a card receiver having a support surface for supporting a stack of cards to be 
randomized; 

providing a card shuffling chamber comprising a plurality of card receiving 
compartments, each compartment capable of receiving multiple cards; 

moving cards individually from the card receiver to a compartment in the card shuffling 
chamber with a first card moving mechanism; 

aligning the card moving mechanism and a selected card receiving compartment; 

a second card moving mechanism for moving cards from a card receiving compartment 
to a shuffled card receiver having a support surface for receiving randomly arranged cards; and 

a microprocessor controlling operation of the continuous card shuffling apparatus. 

47. The method of claim 46, wherein the microprocessor controls unloading of cards 
from the card receiving compartments to the shuffled card receiver. 



45. The method of claim 44 wherein the microprocessor enables indication 
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48. The method of claim 47, wherein an unloading method is randomly selected from a 
plurality of preprogrammed unloading methods. 

49. The method of claim 47, wherein the microprocessor program unloads a 
predetermined number of compartments as each of the compartments receives a minimum 
number of cards in excess of one. 

50. The method of claim 49, wherein the predetermined number of compartments is four, 
and the minimum number of cards is 6. 

51. The method of claim 47, wherein a plurality of compartments are preselected to be 
the first compartments to unload. 

52. The method of claim 51, wherein as each of the preselected compartments receives a 
predetermined minimum number of cards, each preselected compartment unloads. 

53. The method of claim 47, wherein the device begins unloading compartments after all 
but a predetermined number of compartments has received a minimum predetermined number of 
cards, and as each predetermined compartment has received a predetermined minimum number 
of cards. 

54. The method of claim 53, wherein the predetermined number of compartments is 4, 
and the predetermined number of cards is 6. 

55. A method of substantially continuously resupplying randomly arranged cards, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a card receiver for receiving cards to be processed; 

providing a single stack of card-receiving compartments that are able to 
receive more than one card into each compartment generally adjacent to the card 
receiver and means for moving the stack relative to a card moving mechanism; 







AMENDMENT 

Serial Number: 09/690,051 
Filing Date: October 16, 2000 

Title: DEVICE AND METHOD FOR CONTINUOUSLY SHUFFLING AND MONITORING CARDS 



Page 6 
Dkt: PA0476.ap.US 



providing a card-moving mechanism between the card receiver and the stack 
and moving cards from the card receiver to the card-receiving compartments; 

providing a second card receiver for receiving processed cards; 

providing a second card moving mechanism for moving cards from the 
compartments to the second card receiver; and 

counting each number of cards that has been moved to more than one 
specified area within the card handler. 



The above amendments add claims to subject matter originally disclosed in the 
application, but not specifically defined, and correct typographic errors or editorial deficiencies 
in the specification and claims. Antecedent basis for the new claims may be found as follows: 

New Claims 41, 43, 56 and 55 finds antecedent basis in original claims 1,8, 19 and page 
26, line 23 through page 27, line 18; page 30, lines 12-23; and page 27, lines 2-18 (for the 
limitation of random removal of cards from the compartments). 



Restriction Requirement 

A four- way restriction requirement amongst claims identified as: 
Group I, Claims 1-7; 

Group II, claims 8-13, 14-18, 25-28, 33-38 and 40; 

Group III, Claims 19-24; and 

Group IV, Claims 29-32 and 39 
has been made. Applicants provisionally elected, with traverse, the subject matter of Group III, 
claims 19-24 for prosecution on the merits. Applicants confirm that election, with the following 
traversal. 

Obviousness-Type Double Patenting 

Claims 19-24 have been rejected under the judicially created doctrine of Obviousness- 
Type Double Patenting. 
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